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INTRODUCTIOlI 

THE OPERATIONS OF "I" C<MI'ANY 3D 
BATTALION, 26TH INFANTRY (1ST IDAN­
TRY DIVISION) IN THE ATTACK ON A9Y, 
FRANCE SOUTHEAST OF OMAHA BEACH, 
NORMANDY 9-11 JUNE 1944 

. (IfOBMAIID Y CAMPAIGN) 
(Personal experience of a Platoon 

leader) 

QRIENTATION 

This aon9graph COTers the operation ot "I" COilpany, 

26th Inta.try, 1st U. S. Intantry DiTision. in the capture 

ot Agy, France. 9-11 June 1944, during the Noman.y Campaign. 

In order t. orient the reader it will be necessary to 

discuss brietly the major e"ents which lead up to this action. 

On 6 June 1944 (D-Day) Operation Neptune was launched 

with the planned aission ot securine a beacbbea. on the 

western coast ot France, in the Normandy area; ettect a 

build up ot Allied troops and supplies ter future opera­

tions aiaed at ultimate deteat ot the Axis torces on the 

continent ot Europe. (1) 

The initial ground action came early in the aorning 

of 6 June 1944 woen British and American paratroopers jumped 

inland trom the planned invasion beaches ot Nomandy to 

secure assigned objectives and a wait link up with sea borne 

assault torces. (2) 

The invaabn plan called tor the landif¥; or the 21st 

Amy Group. cOllllllanded by General Sir Bernard L. Montgomery, 

consisting ot the Second Britiah Army on the lett and the 

First U. S. Army on the right. 

(1) A-I, p. 1 
(2) A-6, p. 22 
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The First Arlay was comprised of the V and Vll corps. V 

corps on the left with the mission to secure a beachhead. in 

the area betweeo the Vire River and. Port-en-Bessin and push 

inland toward Cauaont and 510 Lq. (3) (See Map A) 

The First Infantry Division to land in left sector of 

V cClrps and gain contact with the British Second Army. The 

26th Infantry to be on extreme left of Division sector. (See 

Map A) 

The 26th Infantry was to land as part of Force "B". 

assemble in the vicinity ·.r:po.lleville and be prepared to 

att,ck and seize its D-Day objective, the high ground. south 

and southeast of Tour-en-Bessin and to continue the attack 

to the scutheast on order •. Patrols were to contact the 

British along the Bayeux highway toward Bayeux. (4) See 

Map A) 

The 34 Battalion's part of the rectaeutal objective 

was to seize Ste Anne and Cusst one mile southeast of Tour­

en-Ressin and contact the richt elements of the British 

50th DiTision toward Bayeux. (5) Be prepared to continue 

the attack to the southeast on crder. 

The overall mission of the 3d Battalion as its part 

of the plan in securing the b.aebhead was to be acceaplish­

ei in three phasea. 

Phase 1. To aecure its D-Day ebjective, Ste Anne and 
CuaBy, contact eleaenta of the British 50th 
Division and be pr eparedto attack to the south-
east on reciaental order. . 

(31 A-3, p. 175 
(4 A-l, p. 33 
(5 Personal knowled.ge 



Phase 2. 

Phase 3. 

Seize and defend A&y as its intermediate 
objective and cut St Le.Bayeux highway and 
continue the attack to the ~theast on regi­
mental erder. 
Seize. secure and detend its portion at the 
re&1aental beachhead ot Caumont and maintain 
contact with the British to the lett. (6) (See 
Map A) 

The landings were ettected as scheduled at all points 

aloo& the French coast, however a new threat to the mission 

cue in the to~ ot the 352d German IDtantry Division. 

The 352d Division had moved trom St Lo and reiDtorced 

the coastal detenses. This recent move was not known to 

Allied forces prior to the landings. (7) 

The reiDtorcing by the enemy of its coastal defenses 

resulted in heavier casualties. a lesser degree of coordin­

ation, coupled with the necessity of diverting units from 

their assicned missions to assist in securing other objectives, 

it was not until late afternoon of 7 June that parts of the 

ebjectives were reached. (8) 

Not until 0015 9 June was the 3d Battalion able to 

seize its D-Day objective. (9) (See Map B) 

At 0300 hours. 9 June approxillately three hours after 

arriving on its objective the 3d Battalion was hit with 

a determined German counterattack with "L" Company takinc the 

fUll force. C.mplete contusion reigned until 0600 hours when 

control was regained. (10) 

Personal notes of BattalioD Commander Lt. Col. John T. 
Corley. 
A-l. p. 110 
A-l, p. 119· 
A-4, date line 9 June 1944 
A-4. date line 8 June 1944 

I 
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"L" Coapany ~d beld their positions and the Battalien 

was still securely on it!s D-Day position, however the Germans 

still controlled the corridor between the Britisb and Ameri. 

can forces. (11) The Germans had lost two (2) officers, 

and ninety four (94) enlisted men captured and killed. 

Their lesses were extreae1y heavy in vehicles and equip-

ment. The 3d Battalion had lost eleven (11) killed, 

seven (37) wounded and seven (7) missing in action. 

THE GEHERAL SITUATIOK 

thirty 

(12) 

By 2400 hours 8 Juae the Allied forces had, with the 

exception of a narrow corridor between the V and Vll corps, 

secured fifty'miles of the French coast in depths up to seven 

(7) miles. 

Fightin& during period frOll 6 June to 9 June was character­

iaed by the eaplayaent of regiments, at times all Battalion 

were on line and operating up to three thousand yards between 

front line Battalion. (13) 

The en .. y had shown great determination to hold out in 

fortified strong points, screened by wire and mines and mak­

ing full use of bedgerows to conceal .oveaent and positions. 

(14) 

The overall mission now was to expand the lodgaent for 

tuture operations by attacking to secure all beachhead 

obJectivese Quote: (n On 9 June V corps was reinforced by 

the Second Infantry Division. Corps was ordered to advance 

(11) A-3. p. 195 
(12) A-4. date line 8 June 1944 
(13j AM 3. p. 195 
(14 A-2, p. 25 
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rapidly te the south' and west and aecure a line ,Caumont-Cer­

isy-Forest-Isigny.") (15) 

The 1st Division planned its renewed attack with two 

regiments 18th Inf'antry and 26th Inf'antry abreast, 26th Inf'an-

tryon the lett. 

The 26th Inf'antry to attack with the 2d Battalion and 

3d Battalion abreast, 3d Battalion on the le£t. (See Map B) 

The 3d Battalion to capture AiY, in its zone, cut the 

at Lo-Bayeux highway, vicinity Subles as its intermediate 

objective, and be prepared to continue the attack on order 

to seGure its portien of the regimental beachhead objective, 

Caumont. (16) (See Map B) 

The enaRY situation was becoming more cGaplex due to 

recent Allied thrusts. The iniative had now passed over to 

the Allies. The determined resist~nce of the enemy uti liz­

inc thick hedgerows and sunken roadbeds to their advantage, 

had slowed down the advance, nevertheless, these tactics would 

not stop the advance but were steadily wearing down the tight­

in, efficiency of the enemy. 

It was more in evidence tbat the enemy was less enthuastic 

about becominc decisively engaged but was employing mobile 

units to delay, then withdraw. 

Intelligence reports of 9 June indicated a possible 

build-up of enemy armor in the Cerisy Forest area. However 

barrinc the arrival of additional reinf'orcemeats, they had 

lost the p.ssibility of passiDi to the offensive -on the 1st 

Division Front. (17) 

(15) A .. 2, p. 25 
(16) A-3,p. 197 
(17) A-3, p. 196 
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Enemy units identitied on tbe 1st Division Front were 

352d German Intantry Division and reanants ot tbe~17tb 

Mobile Battalien. Additional weakness was indicated wben tbe 

reserves ot the 3524 were identified in the trent lines. (18) 

(See Map B) 

The enemy torces in contact were losing faitb in the 

word that reinforcements were on the way. They had started 

to surrender in larger numbers with slightly less resistance. 

Those captured stated that some artillery pieces had been 

des~royed and otbers had been abandenedi tbey a180 had great 

praiae tor tbe eftectiveness and voluan ot our artillery 

tires. 

The lack ot enemy artillery tire in the . Division area 

was Significant. (19) 

The 1st Division since landing at Omaha Beach 6 June 

had been attacking steadily alaost day and night again8t 

._ubbera enemy resistanee and in terrain that tavored the 

detendersj hedgerows and SQDken roadbedS. 

Tbis was something new to men ot the 1st Division. 

Al\bough veterans ot three campaigns, hedgerows presented a 

new and ditficult problem. 

Casualties during the period were aoderate except tor 

tbe 16tb Infantry who had suttered eYer 1,000 casualties. (20) 

Supplies were rapidly increasing and tor the. preseDt 

were generally considered adequate. 

(18) A-3, p. 197 
(19) A-l, p. 122 
(20) A-l, p. 109 
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The ene.y bad ne more rest than the 1st Division and 

their supply and cOIIIIlunication proble. was mountiug as a 

result of Allied air support. 

This W48 off set by our lack of port facilities and 

bad weather, limiting supply unleading at Omaha beach. (21) 

Lack of artillery fire, increase. nuaber of prisonors, 

coupled with defeat at the beach and a forced withdrawal 

Were indications that morale ef enemy troops was lewering, 

especially those in contact. 

Generally, the combat etficiency of the opposibg 

forces was excellent and consi.dered equal. In accordance 

with Division Field Order Ro. 36, the 26th Infantry planned 

to attack with two battalions abreast on a four thousand yard 

front to seize the towns of Dodipy and Agy astride the 

Bayeux-St to highway. 

The 3d Battalio. on the 'left was to attack in celumn 

of companies, "A" Company 745th Tank Battalien attached, seize 

Agy and cut the Bayeux-St Lo highway as phase tWIll (2) inter­

mediate objective. (22) 

DISPOSITION AliD PLA! OF THE 3D BATTALION, 26TH IHFAHTilY 

On the morning ot 9 June the 3d Battalion was in a 

defensive pOSition, Ste Anne-Cussy. (See Map B) 

At 0800.,eGurs orders were received from regiment to 

move out at 1330 hours toward their interaediate objective. 

A-l, p. 109 
A-3, p. 197 
1-4, date line 9 June 1944 
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For the planned attack the Battalion caamander (Lt. 

Col. JohnT. Corley) outlined a specific route to be 
. : .. 

follGWed, order of march, "K" Company, advance pard; 

followed by Battalion·coauaand croup; "I" Company; "L" 

CQlDpany; Headquarters COIIpany ainus Battalion anti-tank 

platoon; "M" CeapanYi anti-tank Platoon. 

The foot elements were to march in coluan of two's , 

one coluan on either side of the road, with the 1anks of 

"A" COIIIpany 745th Tank Battalion in the center aDd dispersed 

throughlhlt the celuan. (24) 

I. P., RJ. A •• I. p. tiae 1330 hours. iadio silence 

except in an emergency. 

IHE C<MPAlIY SITUATIOIl 

I COIIIpany maintained its place in the Battalien celumn 

without incident until the a dvaneed' pard had cleared RJ. B. 

(See Map B) 

When the head of I Ceapany CRae to the road junctien 

the Battalien Commander ordered that I Company cemmanded 

by Capt. John Semanchyk, from Hazelton, Penna., take the right 

fork haltiD& when the tail of the company had ,Uearedthe 

junction and await until he had reinforced the compuy by 

the attacbBlent of tanks from the main colulln. 

The battalion cOlIIJIander further stated when the tanks 

arrived for ~be; company to continue the IIlvance, protect the 

right flank of the battalion and attempt to gain cent act 

with the 2d BattalioD advancing en our right, and on arrival 

at RJ. C. to centinue to objective even though the main coluan 

(24) Persenal knowledge 
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may have passed on or not yet arrived at that point. 

AHE CCf4PABI PLAII OF ATTACK 

At approxiaately 1605 hours I CoapaDY with fo~r tanks 

.attached moved out toward RJ. C. ia the order, 1st plat.on 

as advanceG guard, commanded by Lt. Charles M. Eggekrecht, 

DuDkirk, H. Y., coapany' co-and p-wp; 2nd platoon; cOlllllaDd .. 

e. by Lee Matthews, Hew York, H. Y." weapon platoon, cClllllaDd .. 

ed by Lt. LaRue H. Ritter, Muncy, Penna. and Jack P. Hewitt, 

Delator, Ill., cOJIpany headquarters; Lt. Vincent II. Shepard 

executive officer froa South BurliDCtob, Vt.; 3rd platoon, 

commande. by ~t. Grant S. Fisher, Detroit, Mich. 

The point of the advance guard was made up of three 

rifl .. en, one bar te .. , one rocket launcher te.. and one 

tank, the reaainlier of the col ... tdth tbe advance guard 

and main body of prescribed intervals in column of two's 

one column on either side of the road and tanks disperse. 

in the center and throughout the col .... 

IlARRATIOI 

IHE APPROACH MARCH OF I COMPAlY 

In the initial pbases of the march the 1st platoon 

had flank, guards out to the ricbtand left of the column. 

Visibility was liaited by the. blldeerows from fifty to two 

hundred yards, fields beinc cut up in squares by high thick 

bedgerows and in the column view was obstructed due to suDk­

ea roadbeds which had embankments on either side in most cases 

11 



higher than the heads of the marching men. 

As the coluan continued its march the flank guards 

were unable to keep pace and as they reported no friendly 

contact on either side they were called in and the company 

continued its advance without flank security. 

The route the company was following was along the south 

slopes of the La Draine River, at times the road would follow 

along the military crest and in the distance the river would 

be visable, road nets along the valley floor, and hedgerows 

chopping up the country side giving the appearance of thousand 

of saall garden plots. At other times and most usually, the 

terrain offered visibility limited to as little as a few yardS. 

However without incident at 1715 hours the head of the 

Company reported positien at RJ. C.. On receipt ot this 

message Capt. Seaanchyk, Company Commander, ordered the 

point to turn right and continue to RJ. O. at Sandrine. 

THE IIITIAL CONTACT 

At approximately 1800 hours as the point neared Sandrine 

RJ. D. they were fired on bya tew enemy, apparently taking 

cever in the tew buildings adjacent to the read. 

The point immediately returned the fire, the tank tir­

ing i1;8 machille gwls and cannon into the buildings. By DOW 

the support had been committed by Lt. Eggekrecht, and the 

enemy was pushed to the far end of the town. At this point 

a German staff car appeared around a curve in the road at 

a distance of seventy tive yards. The first to take actien 

12 



was tne point rocket launcber team and to the amazement 

of all watcbing to see tbe effects, the rocket launcher, 

when fired leaped violently out ot the gunners hand, sailed 

througb the air tor about titty yards, bit the road skidded 

along some distance more and came to a stop in tbe middle 

ot the road a tew teet fra tbe car. 

Equally amazed were the occupants of the car as they 

had brought tbe car to a halt but made no ettort to scramble 

for safety. This proTed to be their undoiq as ritle tire 

had now riddled its entire tront and tor good measure the 

lead tank tired an armor piercing projectile shell which 

entered the radiater grill and came out in the vicinity of 

the rear bumper. On inspection of the launcher, it was 

found that a dent in tne tube had caused the incident. 

Firinc had.now quieted down except for a tew scatter­

ed shots COIling from the top stories of the lIuilliings at 

the rear of the town. 

THE ADVANCE RESUMED 

Tbe company c ... ander ordered the advance continued 

along the road leading to the lett. Lt. Eggekrecht, atter 

leaving a squad ot rifle.en and the lead tank to guard 

the cross roads with instructions to bring up the rear ot 

the column, continued to the lett as ordered. Small arms 

tire was still harassing tne column as it cleared a bend 

in the road and was obscured tram view ot the enemy still in 

Sandrine. 

The column soon passed Chau-De-Agy, (See Map B) a large 

chateau surrounded by a heavy growth of tall timber with 



tlowery vines thickly covering the ground and lower branches 

,et the trees. 

As the head of the main body passed; the chateau, 
• 

firing was heard up ahead and informatien caae back that 

another German staff car approaching from the opposite 

direction had been riddled by .. all arms tire. In order 

for the lead tank to continue, it was necessary to clear 

the road and the tank itselt was used tor this task by ppsh­

,iDi: it over an embanl;aent. 

At 1845 hours, the point, by use ot messenger, reporte. 

it had just entered the town of Les Roquellos aBd no enemy 

was encountered. The town was apparently clear. 

When the main body entered the town Capt. Seaanchyk 

ordered a halt and called the officers to his awmanci post. 

Capt. Semanchyk stated that he had sGaewhere missed the 

correct route to be tollewed and further stated that he was 

not sure of the company's assigned ebjective. 

By this time the French were latherinl arODBd the 

vicinity of the cCMmIand post group. III seemeel curious 

as this was their first glimpse ot American troops. 

Atter being assured that we were really Americans 

they seeaed at ease and readily informed us that large 

bodies of German troops were in the area and that Uhey be­

liev.. the heaviest concentration was just a few kilometers 

east'of town. 



Atter receivine this info~ation Capt. Seaaacayk 

decided to retrace the route et march back to RJ. C. as 

he believed the Battalion objective was in that vicinity. 

IBE COUllTEiMARCH 

In accordance with Capt. Semanchyk's ordors, the company 

was to countermarch in the reverse order, 3d platoon, 

weapons platoon, company command group, 2d platoon, ls~ 

platoon. Tanks to be dispersed throughout the column. Lt. 

Fisher to~ed the advanced cuard with his third platoon, at 

1950 hours, the column was again on the move • 

. The company colllllD hali. covered a distance ot approxi­

mately one thousand yards and the point at point E (See Map B) 

when a sharp tire tight broke· au'. Approximately two 

hundred rounds ot small arms ..munition was tired, then 

all was quiet. The pOint had surprised a horse cavalry re­

connaissanco company, troll the 517 battalion 30th lIobile 

brigad., ,oing ort the road into an assembly area and atter 

the briet exchange ot shots, the Ge~an cempany commander 

was sever~ily woUDded and all surrendered. Although tired 

trOll almost continuous marching since D-Day, some .en re­

porting sore teet, they were generally in hieh spirit as 

they watched the Germans being lined up OD the read. Their 

.orale was slightly dampened by the report that the company 

commander's runnor was a casualty duo to the last aetion 

(the first since lIoving out that morning) and was in critical 
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condition. 

By now the Germans had been searched and a head count 

totalled eighty two men aDd three officers, plus several fine 

saddle horses which were pressed into aervico as ammunition 

carriers. with our casualty aboard one of the tanks and 

the responsibility of cuarding the prisoners deleeated to 

the 2d platoon, the column again moved. out at 2110 toward 

RJ. C. 

When the main bedy reached the trail junction leading 

to St. Leonard. a halt was called by the company commander. 

and the platoon leaders again assembled with the command 

group. 

Capt. Semanchyk told Lt. Fisher. third platoon leader 

(now leading) to be sure he did not miss the turn at RJ. D. 

and as it was now becoming quite ,late. he wanted the colUlllll 

to close up, the infantry to march well to the sides of the 

road and be extremely watchful of the tanks who were finding 

it difficult to remain astride the crown of the narrow country 

roads. 

The French residents of St. Leonard had come out to greet 

the column, and as the column was preparing to move out a 

young man dispatched himself trom the crowd. identified him­

self as a member of the F. F. I. and asked it he could be of 

any service. Capt. Semanchyk asked it he could lead the column 

to RJ. C. by rererence~ the map, and was assured that this 

would be done. 
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The Frenchman voiced surprise that we were not meeting 

heavy German resistance sta~ing that numereus ,reupa ef 

GeI'llllllts were known to be in the vicinity. Mostly unal1ll&reci 

reelllnna.issanee and Infantry units. 

The column again moved out, the Company Commander 

accompanied by the French F. F. I. member. 

A motorcycle coming toward the point was fired on and 

another prisoner was added to company collection without 

i nterrupti~ the a dvance of the column. 

THE ROAD BLOCK 

It was now 2245 and c ollpletely dark, the head of _the 

column was approaching RJ. D. the company commander 

accompanied by the Frenchman, had moved up to the head ot 

the weapons platoon, the lead tank was close behind the point. 

Firing started in heaTy volumn up ahead. The company cemmander 

halte( the weapons platoon and continued forward. Enemy 

anti-tank fire could be heard up ahead, this was answered 

by machine gun fire from our lead tank, its 75's could be 

heard. The range was close, not more than fifty yards. 

Tracers were zipping back over the column, by now tiring 

started coming in trom the right and left flank indicating 

that a possible move by the Germans to envelepe the column. 

At this time Lt. Shepard came up the column and asked 

about the c_pany commander and eontiAued on to· ,the tr~nt 

when informed of the direction taken by Capt. Semanchyk. 

17 



Within a tew lIinutes, the tiring had slackened except 

tor a tew shots cOiling in trOll the tlanks and an Occasional 

burst ot automatic weapons tire trOll the tront. All platoon 

leaders were now at the head ot the weapens platoon where 

they were joined by Lt. Shepard who informed them that Capt. 

S .. aachyk, one lI .. per .t the peint, and the French F. F. I. 

lIember were killed by the last enemy action. 

Lt. Shepard reported that sounds ot enemy .ovement 

could be heard to the tront and teared the cOIIpany would be 

caught in the sunken roadbed troll the tlanks it actien were 

not taken 1aaediately. 

Lt. Shepard sw.med up the situatien by stating that 

two courses ot action were possible, either lIove torward or 

to the rear, as tanks cound not negotiate the steep banks 

trOll the roadbed, Lt. Shepard stated that he tavored a 

.etense tor the nigat inasauch as the Battalion position 

was not known to any lIember ot the cOllpany. He then ask tbe 

platoon leaders tor their recemaendations. 

All platoons reported the condition of the lion, tired, 

sore feet and after brief halts the lien had to. be awakene. 

individually to rosuae the lIarch. Even while the front of 

the col\IIID was engaged in a tire tight, lien at the tail were 

sound aSleep. The 2d platoon was concerned about the prison­

ers and teared that they lIay break during lIovement in the dark. 

1.8' 



It was finally agreed that the best course to fol18w was 

to disengage by aoveaent to the rear and occupy the wooded 

area, Chau-De-Agy. This offere. high ground, concea~ent, 

a good outline for a.perillleter defense, although extreaely 

large for a company, tanks could be aoved oft the highway 

by using the trail driveway leading up to the Chateau. (See 

Map B &; C) 

THE PERIMETER DEFENSE AT THE CHATEAU 

Disengagine tra the .eay was tedious and tiae eon .... 

ing. . The road was toe narrow tor tank turn around aacl it was 

aecessary to back them approximately six hundred yards, 

in caaplete darkness and without the use ot lights. Plat •• a 

leaders searched the road to assure no one was sleeping in 

the path or the tanks. . Several aen had to be literally 

stood on their feet, before being awakened. The aovfJlUlnt 

to the rear was covered by the 3d platoon which was order­

ed to withdraw back to the c .. pany perillleter in 45 minutes. 

Tanks finally arrived at the Chateau and went in p •• ition 

at 0115 hours. Due to the heavy tilllber and narrow trail, the 

first tank to leave the road was able to pull tar enough in .. 

to the wooded area to allow the other three tanks just sufti­

cient room to clear the road and take up position behind an 

anti-tank: ditch along the western side .t the Chateau grounds. 

The roar ot the tank motors durinc the aoveaent to 

position sounded aany tim.s louder than usual as everyone 

was trying to aove quickly and quietly and as tar away as 

they could possibly ,et tra the roaring tanka. 
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Lt. Shepard directed the platoons to their position on 

the perimeter as they entered the woods. 

1st platoon south, 2d platoon north and east, 3d plateon 

weet, weapons platoon, cOilpany headquarters and the Gel'llan 

prisoners were occupying the anti-tank ditch. (See Map C) 

The tanks gave us the preponderance of fire power to the 

norbh (direction of read block) and to equalize this he direct­

ed the weapons platoon leaaer to attach one licht aa8hine cun to 

each of the 3d and 2. platoons. 

Patrols were 8ent out to the south and northeast 

trying to locate trails that might be used to suppert tanks 

in order to bypass the road block, both patrols were fired 

on within seventy five yards of the perimeter and returne •• 

All officers were worried about the condition of the men, 

they were dead tired and it was ,ettine more and more difficult 

to have them prepare adequate positions. Lt. Shepard erdered 

a twenty five per cent alert and directed that platoon 

leaders visit the men every hour until daylight checking 

en cover, firing positions and fields of fire. 

Due to the large perimeter every man was to be on the 

outer perimeter and awakened one half hour prior to dawn. (25) 

At 0230 all was quiet on both sides except for an 

occasional clink of a canteen or a ftC ft ration can being 

openeli. 

(25) Personal knowledge 
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Lt. Shepard was werkine over the sca 300 radio 

in an attempt to contact Battalion, hewever the batteries 

were weak 80 the lone attenna was used. This time he 

recoive. them very taint. Capt. Hughes, 5-3, aDiexecutive. 

was on the other set askine tor our position. Lt. Shepard 

lave him the map coordinates and was told to remain in pre­

sent position as the radio went dead. 

Hot a 8Ou~ caDte from the enemy d urine the night anel 

at 0505 the company went ODa one hundred per cent alert. 

about 0530 dawn was just br.aking when a ~itle shot came traa 

within the center ot the periaeter, a few minute. later, more 

shots. 

Lt. Shepard sent a patrol from the 3d platoon to in­

vestigate around the Chateau in the center of the perimeter. 

MORNIHG ATTACK 10 JUKE 

By now more shots were being tired and the velumn was 

increasing. . Lt. Shepard now sent a squad trom the 3d 

platoon and as the volumn of fire increased he intOl'lled Lt. 

Fisher. 3d platoon leader, to take his platoon and clean out 

the woods and for the ~eapons platoon and company headquarters 

to tat. ever the 3d platoon area. 

Within the periaeter came the sound. of heavy fire 

fight, small a1'llS and machine gun fire was increasing. 

grenades and rocket launchers were being used. 
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A messenger trom Lt. Fisher reported a company sise 

group ot Germans had been using the Chateau and were n .. 

tryi~ to get out. Just then two men came dashing out of 

the nearest buildinc waving a white handkerchief. They were 

in British battle dress. It is a miracle they were not 

killed by either ot the opposing torces. 

They were guarded to the company C. P. and' identitied. 

themselves as British Command.os who had been captured on 

D-Day in the Vicinity ot Port-en-Bessin. 

They stated that about one hundred and thirty Germans 

had moved in the atternoon before and had remained there 

dilri~ the night. 

It was evident our inner perimeter consisted of another 

German company trom the 5l7th Battalion 30th Mobile Brigade. 

Tbe 3d platoon now reported that more fire power was 

needed to dislodge the enemy trom the heavily constructed 

stone chateau. 

Lt. Shepard ordered that one squad trom each platoon 
. 

remain on the outer perimeter and the platoon leaders to 

personally lead their platoon in the attack toward the 

center ot the perimeter. 

Grenades were being tossed in thewindows~ rocket 

launchers and small arms tire poured steady voluana in 

all openings. 

At this time the Germans started to scramble from all 

22 



exits, running in the direction of the roads. Large numbers 

were being killed b~ the rifl .. an 6f the attacking t~ce and 

from those that remained on the outer perimeter. 

The tew men holdine the perimeter detense were &vernn 

and as the Gerllans ran into the road they were greeted 

by heavy machine gun tire from the tanks, the woods and 

roads were literally covered with dead. 

The tight stopped as quickly as it had started. The 

German company cOlllDlander and one soldier surrendered. Our 

prisoners now numbered just under ene hundred, eighty 

German dead were counted in the cGlBpany poeitiens. (26) 

The remainder at the day was spent iaproving pOSitions, 

cleaning equipment and getting some much needed rest. 

Ratiens were extremely low, the c OIIIpany was under the 

impression that the Battalien was going to continue the 

advance in our direction as we were ordered to hold taste 

Patrols were out and reports came back that a siseable 

enemy torce was still maintaining the road bleck at RJ. D. 

and that others were ob.erved in and around Sandrine. 

THE RETURN TO BATTALION POSITION 

Nothing further happened during the day. For the night 

Lt. Shepard ordered a twenty five per cent alert until one 

halt hour prior to daybreak and one hundred per cent there­

after. 

(26) A-4, date line 10 June 
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At 0605 hours heayy firing broke out at the road block 

(RJ. D.l (See Map C~ 

lIachine cun and tank cannon fire could be heard. Then 

again all was quiet, a few lIinutes later the rumbling of 

tanks then a large bedy of troops ceuld be seen approaching 

down the road toward our position from the direction of the 

read block. Every one was alerted, the tank guns were laid 

en the Cellll1J'1. 

As the colUlln drew nearer the point was challanged by 

the road .... ·post. Loud shouts went up as the point identified 

themselyes as part of the 2d Battalien, coJllllanded by Lt. Col. 

Daniels. 

Lt. Col. Daniels infonaed Lt. Shepard to rellain on 

his position and he wou*d be contacted by the )d Battalien 

later in the day, then thanking the coapany for assisting 

hill in securing his objectiye, the 2d Battalion lIoyed on. 

At about 08)0 a patrel froll the )d Battalien reported 

to Lt. Shepard and inferlled hill they were to guide the COllpany 

to the Battalion. The company arriYed at the Battalion 

positions at approximately 1100 11 June in Yicinity of Agy 

and placed in Battalion reserve. (See lIap .) 

ae~i,.us services were held in the _attalioD area. 

General Huebner, Diyision Commander, Yisited the company 

and talked with seyeral or the lien. He was quite proud 
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aDd congratulated the battalion for being the first unit 

to reach its intermediate beachhead objective. 

Fro. 6 June tbe advance of the battalion bad placed 

thea twelve miles ialand. To men of I Co.pany it was diffi­

cult and tiresome, however morale was good, the memory of 

the beadb far behind. 

The next phase was to secure the final beachhead ob­

jective, Caumont, and there would be no delay. The battalion 

was alerted to move at 2000 hours 11 June. (27) 

To sum up the results of I Company's operations: 

Had the company during the per1ed 9 ... 11 June been engaged 

on an assiined mission requiring simi liar results, it could 

be said I Co.pany had performed its job with outstanding 

success. 

The company had delivered a death blow to two company 

sized enemy units totaling over two hundred killed and CAP. 
ture. and several pieces of equipment destroyed during the 

action. 

The co.pany had nearly secured. the entire 2d Battalien 

objective. 

FrCIII. the 3d Battalion point of view the company 

operation was a complete failure. 

The battalien had taken its objective by the afternoon 

of the 9 June and the cOlDlland had been able to get some IlUch 

needed rest which was the main concern of the battalion 

c_-soders. 

(27) A-4, date line 11 June 1944 
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The Battalion Oommander had lost control due to his 

auherdinates shortcoming and could have been disastrous 

had the battalion been engaged by enemy in equal strength. 

ANALYSIS AND ORITIOISM 

1. SECURITY DURING MOVPXEJlT 

Immediately upon movine out from the battalion I 
! 

Oa.pany pulle. in their flank security -.king them extreme-

ly '~erable to enemy attack. A.t the time the principle 

tactics of the enemy was to delay and harass and had the 

enemy elected to harass the flanks, severe casualties would 

have been inflected on I OOlllpany. Tanks would have been 

of little Gr no use. Their fire was masked by the road 

embankments and movemeDt restricted forward and backward. 

In all prohability it would have been necessary to have 

abandoned the tanks in order to extract the foot elements 

from pessible annihilation. 

Sufficient security must be furnished on the march to 

avoid surprise. In the event the flank guards cannot keep 

pace new guards aust be fUrnished at intervals with the old 

guards talling in at the rear of the oolumn. 

It is the responsibility of the column ca.aander to 

see that tbe advanced guard is sufficient in strengtb te 

accemplish this mission. When they become weakened by 

attrition reinforcements aust be aade from the main body 

or the advanced guard be cempletely relieved by el_ents 

from the main body. 
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2. RECEIPT OF ORDERS 

When orders are received they must be understood to 

the last detail. It became obvious later in the eperation 

that none of the officers including the capany commander 

knew where the battalion's positiens were. 

Before moving a unit. a commander must be thoroughly 

familiar with the missions ot the higher and adjacent 

units, know in detail the mission of his own command, and 

in all cases inform his subordinates ot all details to 

successfully accoaplish the mission. 

The preper dissemination through the chain of commands 

of orders will insure the success to the highest degree 

even though casualties are suffered to key officers and nonM 

commissioned personnel. 

It is believed that had the battalion's positions been 

known more agcressive action would have been takan by the 

cOlllpany to overcOllle the enemy resistance resulting in contact 

with the battalion late 9 June instead of 11 June two days 

later. 

Had the battalion been unable to accaplish its mission 
. . 

the deficiency would have been attributed to "1" Company in 

its failure to carry out the battalion order. 

3. TANK INFANTRY TEAM 

Mutual support and mutual security is not only desirab~e 

but necessary between tank and infantry elements. 

One must protect the other against elements to which they 

are '·vit'laerable. The greatest threat to infantry will not 

nermal~y effect tanks and vi co versa. 
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The coordination between tank and infantry must start 

in traininc. They must habitually operate tec.ther (aaae 

tank teaa with ... e infantry team.) 

, Faith, by knowing the cit;).1.eT teams capabilities and 

mutual acquaintance down to each individual soldier within 

the teams, is the only solution. 

4. SECURITY DURING DEFENSE 

The capany per:1meter of the Chateau was lacking in 

defense .easures. Patrols were sent out and when fired on 

t:1midly returned to the periaeter. When this infonaatien was 

.ade known to the company commander, steps should have been 

taken to outpost completely around the .ain defenses even 

though the ~eriaeter would have been initially weakened by 

this actien. 

Everyone was aware of the vaUnerability of the defense, 

an eneay attack could be expected fro. any directien. 

Had the enemy elected to attack, outposts although out 

only fitty yards could have given adequate warning than 

have withdrawn back to prepared pOSitions on the peri.eter 

without weakening the defense. 

5. ARTILLERY SUPPORT 

It was a policy to plet detensive fires by aap coordinates 

across and in depth of the sone of action, nuabered consecutively· 

fra. L of D toa depth beyond the objective. 

These fires and nuabers were known to all officers in 

theco.pany, yet not one round of artillery tire was called 

for despite nuaerable excellent targets which appeared, fire 

.ould have been adjusted by any member of the company. 



As an .. ergency existed radi. silence should have been 

broken early on the first day and artillery fire brought 

down on en~ targets. 

Artillery fire alene could have eliminated the en_y 

road block restricting the movement of the company. 

As the 300 radi. set was nearly u.ele.s due to the lack 

of batteries, tank radio should have been utilised for ne.essary 

co_unication. 

LESSOliS 

1. When a .empany is separated from a larger fore. it is 
~'\>"._. __ ~~',.' ,.".,~_".. v",-. - t~""'''>~ .. ,' 

necessary to furnish its own security. This security is 

not only required to the front but is equally necessary to 

the flanks and in situations simi liar to I Company must be 

furnished to the rear as well. 

2. Orders must be thoroughly understood and di •• eminated 
....-..><'," ... ,,~ . . .~ 

down the chain of co_ands to assu~ succeSSful
e 

~cco.plisll-
.ent of the ai.sien. 

3. To assure maximum coordination and mutual understaDdin, 

the ... po.ition of the tank-infantry te .. should be habitually 
.~" -,'. 

the .... (s .. e tank and ere. - saae infantry.) 
__ ,_e" 

~. In the defense, security mu.t be furnished to avoid complete 

surprise. 
~. ' .., ............ 

If outposts are unable to go out the desired distanc. 

they should be out to the limit the situation will perait. 

5. When the situation peraits, artillery .uppert should be 

employed in order to bring your maximum supporting fire. to 

bear against all suitable targets. 
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